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INTRODUCTION 


The  first  annual  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities  Congress  was  held  in 
Billings,  Montana,  on  October  29,  1977.   The  central  issue  of  the  Congress 
was  the  quality  of  the  present  and  future  lives  of  developmentally 
disabled  citizens  of  Montana. 

The  Congress  afforded  a  major  opportunity  for  a  broad  cross  section  of 
Montanans  to  address  statewide  concerns  in  a  forum  which  permitted  high 
visibility  and  exposure.   It  is  anticipated  that  the  enclosed  policy 
statements,  in  the  form  of  resolutions  adopted  by  the  delegates  to  the 
Congress,  will  have  far-reaching  influence  on  the  decision  makers  in  the 
public  and  private  sectors  throughout  the  state.   All  sessions  of  the 
Congress  were  open  to  interested  citizens. 

The  following  organizations  each  selected  seven  delegates  to  represent 
them  at  the  Congress:   the  State  Developmental  Disabilities  Planning 
and  Advisory  Council;  the  Region  I  Developmental  Disabilities  Advisory 
Council;  the  Region  II  Developmental  Disabilities  Advisory  Council; 
the  Region  III  Developmental  Disabilities  Advisory  Council;  the  Region 
IV  Developmental  Disabilities  Advisory  Council;  the  Region  V  Develop- 
mental Disabilities  Advisory  Council;  Boulder  River  School  and  Hospital; 
and  the  Developmental  Disabilities  Division  of  the  State  Department  of 
Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services. 

A  mixture  of  delegates  from  each  of  the  above  eight  organizations  met  in 
seven  committee  groups  and,  after  careful  deliberation,  drafted  and 
adopted  resolutions  spelling  out  the  concerns  of  all  who  serve  develop- 
mentally  disabled  persons  in  Montana  and  recommendations  to  alleviate 
these  concerns.   Following  the  committee  meetings,  the  resolutions 
contained  in  this  booklet  were  deliberated  and  adopted  by  a  plenary 
session  of  Congress  delegates. 

For  the  reader's  information,  the  numbers  on  the  resolutions  apply  to  the 
following  committees: 

100  Block  -  Advocacy  Committee 

200  Block  -  Citizen/Volunteer  Participation  Committee 

300  Block  -  No  resolutions  adopted  (Community  Program  Standards  Comm.) 

400  Block  -  Deinstitutionalization  Committee 

500  Block  -  Education  and  Training  of  the  Handicapped  Committee 

600  Block  -  Health,  Prevention  and  Treatment  Committee 

700  Block  -  Legislative/Judicial  Committee 

Non-consecutive  numbers  indicate  a  resolution  which  was  not  adopted  by 
the  plenary  session. 

The  Rules  of  Procedure  for  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities  Congress 
are  attached  as  Appendix  A  to  this  booklet. 
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//   101 
RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  there  is  a  lack  of  coordination  between  existing  advocacy  services 
for  the  developmentally  disabled  persons  in  Montana;  and 

WHEREAS  this  lack  of  coordination  results  in  the  duplication  and  fragmentation 
of  advocacy  services;  and 

WHEREAS  many  developmentally  disabled  persons  do  not  realize  the  availability 
of  or  have  access  to  advocacy  services;  and 

WHEREAS  this  Congress  recognizes  the  need  for  coordinated  advocacy  endeavors  in 
Montana;  and 

WHEREAS  federal  laws  and  regulations  require  the  implementation  of  programs 
to  protect  and  advocate  the  rights  of  developmentally  disabled  persons;  and 

WHEREAS  the  Montana  Protection  and  Advocacy  Program  will  be  an  information 

and  referral  clearinghouse  which  will  include  public  education  and  awareness;  and 

WHEREAS  the  Montana  Protection  and  Advocacy  Program  will  be  implemented  by  a 
non-profit  corporation;  and 

WHEREAS  the  Montana  Protection  and  Advocacy  Program  will  be  staffed  by  a 
single  executive  director  whose  responsibilities  will  include: 


-3- 


#101  (cont'd) 


a.)   Developing  and  coordination  developmental  disabilities  advocacy 

services; 
b.)   training  and  information  in  the  area  of  advocacy  for  the  purpose  of 

public  education; 
c.)   solving  problems  and  developing  information  and  referral  and 

follow-up  systems; 
d.)   seeking  additional  funding;  and 
e.)   providing  legal  advocacy  in  situations  in  which  other  forms  of 

advocacy  are  not  appropriate  or  are  unsuccessful; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities 
Congress  supports  the  concept  of  the  Montana  Protection  and  Advocacy  Program;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Montana  Legislature  should  be  encouraged  to 
also  support  the  concept  of  the  Montana  Protection  and  Advocacy  Program. 


•  '■ 
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#  102 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  families  of  handicapped  persons  are  often  in  need  of  nurture, 
support  and  advocacy  services;  and 

WHEREAS  these  families  are  often  shuffled  from  agency  to  agency  in  the 
search  for  appropriate  services;  and 

WHEREAS  this  often  results  in  discouragement  and  may  lead  to  a  breakdown 
of  the  family  unit; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  those  involved  in  the  Montana  Protection 
and  Advocacy  Program  should  be  come  aware  of  the  needs  of  families  of 
handicapped  persons  and  should  implement  this  program  in  the  context  of 
developing  and  encouraging  the  natural  advocacy  role  of  families;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  advocacy  services  should  be  made  available 
to  families  by  the  Montana  Protection  and  Advocacy  Program  at  the 
earliest  possible  time. 
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//   103 


RESOLUTION 


WHEREAS  developmentally  disabled  persons  are  extremely  vulnerable  due  to  the 
limitations  and  expectations  which  are  placed  on  them  by  society;  and 

WHEREAS  many  developmentally  disabled  persons  are,  when  provided  with  the 
necessary  training,  capable  of  self-representation;  and 

WHEREAS  it  is  desirable  that  developmentally  disabled  persons  actively 
participate  in  conferences  and  other  such  activities  relating  to  their 
welfare; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  concept  of  self-advocacy  should  be 
strengthened  by  the  families  of  developmentally  disabled  persons  and  by 
agencies  involved  in  service  delivery  systems  such  as  the  public  education 
system,  state  institutions,  and  other  providers;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  the  ultimate  goal  of  the  Montana  Protection 
and  Advocacy  Program  should  be  organized  self-advocacy. 
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//   104 
RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  all  handicapped  people  have  a  need  for  advocacy  in  the  areas 
mentioned  in  the  Montana  Protection  and  Advocacy  Plan;  and 

WHEREAS  the  Montana  Protection  and  Advocacy  Plan  addresses  only 
developmentally  disabled  persons;  and 

WHEREAS  legislative  mandates  have  traditionally  addressed  only 
developmentally  disabled  persons; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  all  agencies  serving  handicapped 
persons  be  requested  to  work  to  coordinate  their  advocacy  programs 
and  should  attempt  to  improve  and  expand  their  efforts  toward  this  goal. 


-9- 


-10- 


#  201 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  volunteers  are  needed  in  all  phases  of  developmental  disabilities 
programs  in  all  regions  to  educate  and  inform  the  public,  to  extend 
services  through  the  programs,  to  provide  transportation,  to  expand 
recreation  and  to  support  citizen  advocacy,  as  well  as  many  other  areas;  and 

WHEREAS  it  is  necessary  to  develop  administrative  capabilities  to  organize 
and  implement  a  viable  volunteer  service  system;  and 

WHEREAS  there  are  no  funds  available  to  initiate  these  administrative 
capabilities;  and 

WHEREAS  the  establishment  of  a  volunteer  service  system  would  release 
money  from  current  programs  to  allow  extension  of  services; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT   the  State  Developmental  Disabilities 
Planning  and  Advisory  Council  should  establish  a  volunteer  service  system 
as  a  top  priority  and  should  explore  all  possibilities  for  securing  seed 
money  for  funding  a  volunteer  coordinator  along  with  necessary  funding 
for  the  coordinator's  administrative  costs. 
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#  202 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  volunteers  have  given  many  hours  of  valuable  time  and  expense  to 
their  families  to  serve  developmentally  disabled  persons  at  the  community 
level  throughout  the  state  and  in  state  institutions;  and 

WHEREAS  volunteers  seldom  receive  recognition  for  their  efforts  and 
dedication;  and 

WHEREAS   such  recognition  would  add  esteem  and  incentive  to  their  work;  and 

WHEREAS   such  recognition  would  bring  public  awareness  to  existing  programs; 

NOT  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities 
Congress  initiate  a  recognition  process  from  the  community  level  up. 
Volunteers  chosen  for  recognition  should  be  recognized  at  the  regional 
council  level.   Names  of  outstanding  volunteers  chosen  by  regional  councils 
should  be  submitted  to  the  State  Developmental  Disabilities  Planning  and 
Advisory  Council  for  recognition  at  the  state  level;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  the  members  of  this  congress  explore  a  vehicle 
for  recognition  of  volunteers  at  the  national  level. 
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#   203 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  there  are  state  laws,  administrative  rules  and  other  restrictions 
which  prohibit  the  provision  of  services  available  from  state  agencies 
through  the  use  of  volunteers; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities 
Congress  request  the  State  Developmental  Disabilities  PLanning  and  Advisory 
Council,  Regional  Developmental  Disabilities  Councils  and  the  State  Volunteer 
Bureau  of  the  Department  of  Community  Affairs  to  research  and  develop 
legislation  to  change  state  laws  and  propose  changes  to  administrative 
rules  which  are  restricting  the  use  of  volunteers  and  to  encourage  the 
Montana  Legislature  to  favorably  consider  these  changes. 
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//  204 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  there  is  a  need  to  recognize  developmentally  disabled  persons  as 
individuals,  both  by  themselves  and  by  others  in  the  community;  and 

WHEREAS  developmentally  disabled  persons  have  the  potential  to  contribute 
to  their  communities  as  citizen  volunteers  and  should  be  encouraged  and 
allowed  to  do  so; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Regional  Developmental  Disabilities 
Councils  and  other  citizens  of  communities  throughout  the  state  should 
be  encouraged  to  develop  methods  by  which  the  talent  of  developmentally 
disabled  persons  can  be  utilized  to  provide  volunteer  services  to  others. 
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\\      205 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  public  awareness  is  of  vital  concern  as  a  community  problem;  and 

WHEREAS  public  awareness  is  a  responsibility  of  each  and  every  person 
concerned  about  the  welfare  of  developmentally  disabled  persons; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  all  individuals  taking  part  in  the  Montana 
Developmental  Disabilities  Congress  take  upon  themselves  the  responsi- 
bility of  taking  action  in  their  communities  to  inform  and  educate 
individuals  and  groups  concerning  the  problems  and  issues  relating  to 
mentally  and  physically  handicapped  individuals,  and  the  successes  of 
the  programs  serving  them. 
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#  401 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  the  concept  of  deinstitutionalization  has  been  treated  as  a  high 
priority  in  the  State  of  Montana  since  July,  1975;  and 

WHEREAS  the  degree  to  which  deinstitutionalization  should  be  attained 
is  unclear  to  all  concerned;  and 

WHEREAS  no  concrete  definition  of  deinstitutionalization  has  been 
developed; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Governor  of  Montana,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Legislature,  the  Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services, 
the  State  Developmental  Disabilities  Planning  and  Advisory  Council,  the 
Regional  Developmental  Disabilities  Councils,  the  Department  of  Institutions, 
and  other  appropriate  agencies,  be  requested  to  formulate  a  definition  of 
deinstitutionalization  for  the  State  of  Montana,  within  six  months  from 
the  time  of  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities  Congress. 
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#  402 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  the  philosophy  of  deinstitutionalization  is  a  high  priority  in 
the  State  of  Montana;  and 

WHEREAS  no  developmentally  disabled  persons  should  be  institutionalized  if 
they  can  be  better  served  by  community-based  programs;  and 

WHEREAS  more  information  is  needed  about  the  functioning  levels  and 
service  needs  of  persons  currently  institutionalized  in  Galen  State 
Hospital,  Warm  Springs  State  Hospital,  Boulder  River  School  and  Hospital 
and  long-term  care  facilities  throughout  the  state; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Governor  of  Montana,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services,  the  Department 
of  Institutions,  community  providers,  and  other  appropriate  agencies 
be  requested  to  accomplish: 

a.)   assessments  of  all  developmentally  disabled  persons  in  Boulder 
River  School  and  Hospital,  Warm  Springs  State  Hospital,  Galen 
State  Hospital  and  long-term  care  facilities  throughout  the 
state  to  determine  functioning  levels  and  service  needs  necessary 
for  successful  community  placement; 
b.)   a  cost  analysis  for  expanding  present  services  to  meet  the  needs 

identified  in  the  assessments;  and 
c.)   cost  analyses  and  research  and  demonstration  projects  for  new 
service  models  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  individuals  identified 
as  needing  services  which  do  not  currently  exist  in  the 
communities.  -23- 
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#  403 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  there  are  not  sufficient  funds  to  provide  community-based  services 
for  substantial  additional  clients;  and 

WHEREAS  it  was  the  intent  of  the  1977  Legislature  that  appropriated  funds 
would  follow  the  developmentally  disabled  person  as  he  transfers  from  an 
institution  to  the  community;  and 

WHEREAS  a  population  level  of  237  or  fewer  residents  at  Boulder  River 
School  and  Hospital  was  identified  in  House  Bill  145  by  the  1977  Legislative 
Assembly  as  the  appropriate  point  at  which  funds  could  be  transferred  from 
the  Department  of  Institutions  to  the  Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation 
Services  for  this  purpose;  and 

WHEREAS,  due  to  the  transfer  of  residents  from  Warm  Springs  State  Hospital 
and  Galen  State  Hospital  to  Boulder  River  School  and  Hospital,  the  Boulder 
River  School  and  Hospital  population  is  not  expected  to  be  reduced  to  237 
or  fewer  residents  during  the  1977-1979  biennium; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Office  of  Budget  and  Program  Planning 

be  requested  to,  within  four  months  of  the  time  of  the  Montana  Developmental 

Disabilities  Congress,  develop  a  system  whereby  funds  appropriated  for  the 

1977-1979  biennium  can  be  reverted  to  the  State  General  Fund  by  Warm 

Springs  State  Hospital,  Galen  State  Hospital,  and  Boulder  River  School  and 

Hospital,  in  order  that  the  funds  can  be  used  by  the  Developmental  Disabilities 

Division  of  the  Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services  for  the 
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development  and  implementation  of  additional  community  services  for 
developmentally  disabled  persons. 
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#  404 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  various  services  for  developmentally  disabled  persons  have  been 
established  in  Montana;  and 

WHEREAS  these  services  are  operated  by  different  state  and  local 
agencies;  and 

WHEREAS  there  are  unclear  delineations  of  duties  and  responsibilities 
between  the  agencies  providing  the  services; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Governor  be  requested  to  designate 

one  single  agency  to  develop  a  State  Plan  for  Deinstitutionalization,  including 

a  process  which  would  address  prevention  of  institutionalization  and 

which  would  consolidate  all  case  management  services  for  all  developmentally 

disabled  persons  in  the  community.   This  state  plan  should  be  completed 

by  May  1,  1978;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  the  agency  designated  to  develop  a  state  plan 
should  clarify  roles  and  responsibilities  of  all  entities  involved  in 
the  deinstitutionalization  process. 
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II     501 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  Public  Law  94-142  and  Section  504  of  the  federal  Rehabilitation 
Act  of  1973  are  not  only  the  law  of  the  land  but  represent  valid  and 
commendable  concepts  in  assuring  the  rights  of  the  handicapped; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  all  individuals,  agencies  and 
institutions,  and  particularly  the  Office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  be  encouraged  to  pake  every  effort  to  respect 
the  spirit  of  the  law,  as  well  as  comply  with  its  provisions. 
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//  502 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  developmentally  disabled  persons  of  all  ages  and  with  all  natures 
of  disabilities  are  fully  capable  of  benefiting  from  ongoing  educational 
and  training  programs;  and 

WHEREAS  numerous  developmentally  disabled  persons  in  the  State  of  Montana 
currently  have  no  educational  or  training  programs  available  to  them;  and 

WHEREAS  the  lack  of  programs  is  depriving  developmentally  disabled  persons 
in  ages  0-3  of  the  stimulation  needed  preparatory  to  participation  in 
educational  programs;  and 

WHEREAS  the  lack  of  programs  is  depriving  developmentally  disabled  persons 
over  21  years  of  age  of  continued  development  toward  an  independent 
existence;  and 

WHEREAS  the  unavailability  of  educational  and  training  programs  and  appro- 
priate support  services  has  caused,  is  causing,  and  will  continue  to  cause 
irreparable  harm  to  developmentally  disabled  persons  in  Montana;  and 

WHEREAS  the  lack  of  educational  and  training  programs  and  appropriate 
support  services  has  been,  is  now,  and  will  continue  to  be  responsible  for 
the  unnecessary  institutionalization  of  many  developmentally  disabled 
persons,  causing  an  irretrievable  loss  in  human  and  financial  resources; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Montana  Legislature  be  requested  to 
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#502  (cont'd) 


enact  legislation  to  provide  an  adequate  level  of  appropriate  educational 
and  training  programs,  including  support  services,  to  insure  the  oppor- 
tunity for  developmental ly  disabled  persons  of  all  ages  to  fully  and 
effectively  participate  in  society. 
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#503 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  Public  Law  94-142  and  Montana  state  law  sets  requirements  for  the 
least  restrictive  environment  for  all  handicapped  persons  and  this 
imposes  new  and  unusual  demands  upon  the  schools  in  terms  of  curriculum, 
methodology  and  technical  skills;  and 

WHEREAS  Public  Law  94-142  (121A-380)  also  requires  a  comprehensive 
personnel  development  program  through  inservice  training  and  continuing 
education  for  teachers  and  these  activities  are  logically  the  responsibility 
of  higher  education;  and 

WHEREAS  the  capabilities  of  the  institutions  of  higher  education,  es- 
pecially the  schools  of  education,  are  not  sufficient  for  addressing 
these  activities; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  sufficient  funds  shall  be  appropriated 
for  research  and  development  of  curricula  and  methodology  areas,  as 
well  as  increasing  the  competence  of  teachers  at  all  levels  to  conduct 
the  instruction;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Commissioner  of  Higher  Education  be 
requested  to  design  and  administer  a  unified  program  of  research  and 
development  and  teacher  education  throughout  the  various  institutions 
of  higher  education  in  Montana. 
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//  505 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  the  Office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  is 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  vocational  education  in 
secondary  schools;  and 

WHEREAS,  in  most  cases,  adequate  vocational  education  facilities  and 
equipment  are  not  available  to  handicapped  students;  and 

WHEREAS,  in  most  cases,  adequate  vocational  education  curriculum  is 
not  available  to  handicapped  students;  and 

WHEREAS,  in  most  cases,  adequate  vocational  educationl  personnel  are 
not  available  to  handicapped  students;  and 

WHEREAS  many  handicapped  students  can  benefit  from,  and  are  in  substan- 
tial need  of,  vocational  education  in  secondary  schools;  and 

WHEREAS  Section  504  of  the  federal  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  the  federal 
Education  for  All  Handicapped  Act  and  Montana  state  laws  all  require  that 
a  free  appropriate  education  be  provided  to  all  handicapped  children, 
which  education  shall  be  designed  to  individually  meet  their  unique  needs; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  action  should  be  taken  to  make  vocational 
education  facilities  accessible,  to  provide  adaptive  equipment  and  appropriate 
training  for  personnel  and  to  develop  a  curriculum  in  the  area  of  an 
appropriate  secondary  vocational  training  program. 
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//  506 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  the  State  Board  of  Public  Education  is  responsible  for  administering 
post-secondary  vocational  technical  programs;  and 

WHEREAS  both  state  and  federal  monies  for  vocational  training  are  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  all  persons  residing  in  Montana;  and 

WHEREAS,  in  most  cases,  post-secondary  vocational  technical  programs  are  not 
providing  appropriate  services  for  handicapped  persons;  and 

WHEREAS  the  federal  regulations  implementing  Section  504  of  the  Rehabilitation 

Act  of  1973,  29  U.S.C.  §  793,  provide,  in  84  C.F.R.  §  84.4(b)(1),  that: 

(b)   Discriminatory  actions  prohibited  (1)  a  recipient,  in  providing 
any  aid,  benefit,  or  service,  may  not,  directly  of  through  contractual, 
licensing,  or  other  arrangements,  on  the  basis  of  handicap: 
(i)   Deny  a  qualified  handicapped  person  the  opportunity  to  partici- 
pate in  or  benefit  from  the  aid,  benefit,  or  service; 
(ii)  Afford  a  qualified  handicapped  person  an  opportunity  to  partici- 
pate in  or  benefit  from  the  aid,  benefit,  or  service  that  is  not 
equal  to  that  afforded  others; 

(iii)  Provide  a  qualified  handicappedperson  with  an  aid,  benefit, 
or  service  that  is  not  as  effective  as  that  provided  to  others; 
(iv)  Provide  different  or  separate  aid,  benefits,  or  services  to 
handicapped  persons  or  to  any  class  of  handicapped  persons  unless 
such  action  is  necessary  to  provide  qualified  handicapped  persons 
with  aid,  benefits,  or  services  that  are  as  effective  as  those  provided 
to  others; 

(v)  Aid  or  perpetuate  discimination  against  a  qualified  handicapped 
person  by  providing  significant  assistance  to  an  agency,  organization, 
or  person  that  discriminates  on  the  basis  of  handicap  in  providing 
any  aid,  benefit,  or  service  to  beneficiaries  of  the  recipients  program; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  appropriate  post-secondary  vocational 
technical  training  should  be  made  available  to  handicapped  persons;  and 
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#506  (cont'd) 


BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  this  resolution  be  distributed  to  the  State 
Board  of  Public  Education  and  the  State  Advisory  Council  on  Vocational 
Training. 
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//  508 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  children  have  historically  attended  school  with  and  enjoyed  the 
companionship   of  their  siblings  and  friends  in  their  own  normal  attendance 
area;  and 

WHEREAS  it  is  important  that  handicapped  children  attend  school  with  and 
enjoy  the  companionship  of  their  siblings  and  friends  in  their  own  normal 
attendance  area;  and 

WHEREAS  it  is  abnormal  to  remove  children  from  familiar  surroundings, 
siblings  and  friends,  under  the  guise  of  educational  exigency; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  educational  services  within  normal  attendance 
areas  should  be  available  to  all  handicapped  children. 
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#  601 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  preventable  developmental  disabilities  are  still  occurring  due 
to  lack  of  proper  immunizations;  and 

WHEREAS  no  uniform  statewide  program  currently  exists  for  mandatory 
immunization; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities 
Congress  recommends  that  the  Legislature  enact  legislation  to  insure 
mandatory  immunization  of  all  children  at  the  earliest  recommended  age. 
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#  602 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  Montana  has  no  specific  programs  dealing  with  fetal  alcohol 
syndrome;  and 

WHEREAS  alcoholism  is  not  only  a  major  health  problem  but  also  causes  fetal 
alcohol  syndrome; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation 
Services,  the  Department  of  Institutions,  the  Office  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences, 
and  the  appropriate  tribal  agencies  be  requested  to  meet  to  develop  and 
initiate  specific  programs  to  deal  with  prevention  and  treatment  of  fetal 
alcohol  syndrome. 
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#  603 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  there  is  a  need  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  determining  the  competency 
of  informed  consent  in  matters  related  to  voluntary  sterilization  for  prevention 
of  developmental  disabilities;  and. 

WHEREAS  the  State  Board  of  Eugenics  has  the  legal  authority  to  deal  with  this 
problem;  and 

WHEREAS  the  Board's  responsibility  is  not  generally  known  to  potential 
consumers; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Board  of  Eugenics,  through  the  Director 
of  the  Department  of  Institutions,  be  requested  to  disseminate  information 
relative  to  this  authority,  responsibility  and  service,  and  that  this  information 
be  disseminated  to  the  Regional  Developmental  Disabilities  Councils,  the  Office 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  developmental  disabilities  provider 
organizations,  physicians,  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences, 
the  Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services,  advocacy  groups, 
Associations  for  Retarded  Citizens,  state  institutions,  and  other  appropriate 
organizations  or  agencies;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  this  information  should  be  disseminated  within 
three  months  from  the  time  of  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities  Congress. 
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#  604 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  sex  education  for  mentally  retarded  adults  is  important  to  the 
prevention  of  mental  retardation;  and 

WHEREAS  no  specific  statewide  training  in  sex  education  for  mentally  retarded 
adults  now  exists;  and 

WHEREAS  the  Developmental  Disabilities  Division  of  the  Department  of  Social 
and  Rehabilitation  Services  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  community- 
based  training  services  for  mentally  retarded  adults; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Developmental  Disabilities  Division  be 
requested  to  initiate  a  statewide  sex  education  program  for  adult  mentally 
retarded  persons. 
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//  605 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities  Congress  is  concerned  about 
the  implementation  of  resolutions  adopted  at  the  Congress  concerning  health 
prevention  and  treatment  of  developmental  disabilities; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  State  Developmental  Disabilities 

Planning  and  Advisory  Council  be  requested  to  establish  a  Committee  on 

Prevention  which  will  focus  on  implementation  of  programs  for  prevention 
and  a  periodic  review  of  progress  made  by  such  programs. 
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//  606 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  RH  incompatability  is  a  significant  preventable  cause  of 
developmental  disabilities  among  infants  born  in  the  State  of  Montana; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  State  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  be  requested  to  consider  adoption  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Department  of  Health's  RH  Prophylaxis  Program. 
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//  607 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  developmentally  disabled  persons  are  entitled  to  equal  access 

to  medical  care,  treatment  and  services  under  the  United  States  Constitution 

and  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Montana;  and 

WHEREAS  there  is  evidence  that  those  rights  are  being  compromised  because  of 
the  person's  developmental  disability; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities 
Congress  is  concerned  and  feels  that  developmentally  disabled  persons 
should  have  access  to  medical  care  and  treatment  equal  to  that  of 
non-disabled  persons. 
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#  701 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  programs  and  services  to  the  developmentally  disabled  persons  in 
Montana  depends  on  enlightened  participation  by  and  among  state  agencies, 
the  State  Developmental  Disabilities  Planning  and  Advisory  Council  and 
Regional  Developmental  Disabilities  Councils;  and 

WHEREAS  a  well-defined  and  harmonious  working  relationship  between  these 
entities  will  facilitate  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  quality  programs;  and 

WHEREAS  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities  system  involves  and  requires  the 
participation  of  citizens  who  are  not  state  employees;  and 

WHEREAS  the  roles,  responsibilities  and  duties  of  entities  and  persons  is 
often  unclear; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  State  Developmental  Disabilities  Plan- 
ning and  Advisory  Council  and  Regional  Developments'  Disabilities  Councils, 
with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  appropriate  state  agency  personnel,  be 
encouraged  to  undertake  an  analysis  of  any  system  role  deficiencies; 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  a  joint  committee  consisting  of  the  chairman  of 
each  council,  or  a  designee,  should  be  authorized  to  develop  suggested 
clarification;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  after  ratification  by  the  State  Developmental 
Disabilities  Planning  and  Advisory  Council  and  the  Regional  Developmental 
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#701  (cont'd) 
Disabilities  Councils,  a  statement  of  recommended  role  alignment  and  clarifi- 
cation should  be  submitted,  as  appropriate,  to  the  Legislature  and  to  the 
directors  of  the  affected  state  departments;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  the  joint  committee  should  submit  an  initial 
report  within  sixty  (60)  days  of  the  time  of  the  Montana  Developmental 
Disabilities  Congress. 
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//  702 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  there  recently  occurred  a  shocking  incident  of  resident  abuse 

which  went  unreported  for  several  days  at  one  of  Montana's  state  institutions; 

and 

WHEREAS  this  incident  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  no  uniform  procedures 
exist  within  Montana's  state  institutions  for  handling  and  reporting  incidents 
of  resident  abuse;  and 

WHEREAS  the  Montana  Mental  Disabilities  Board  of  Visitors  and  the  State  Board 
of  Institutions  are  required  by  law  to  investigate  grievances  of  patients  at 
state  institutions,  although  there  is  no  accompanying  provision  requiring 
that  grievances  of  patients  confined  in  mental  health  facilities  be  reported 
to  either  body;  and 

WHEREAS  there  is  a  clear  and  definite  requirement  in  state  law  that  incidents 
of  resident  abuse  at  residential  facilities  for  the  developmentally  disabled 
be  reported  to  both  the  Mental  Disabilities  Board  of  Visitors  and  the  State 
Developmental  Disabilities  Planning  and  Advisory  Council,  although,  again, 
no  detailed  procedures  for  handling  such  incidents  are  a  part  of  this 
requirement;  and 

WHEREAS  there  is  an  additional  legal  requirement  that  the  Mental  Disabilities 

Board  of  Visitors  report  its  findings  to  the  Director  of  the  Department  of 

Institutions,  the  resident's  parents  and  guardians,  and  the  district  court 

having  jurisdiction  over  the  facility  concerning  a  state  institution's 

failure  to  care  for  and  treat  patients  in  a  humane  manner; 
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#702  (cont'd) 
NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  state  laws  be  amended  to  require  notifica- 
tion within  twenty-four  (24)  hours  to  the  superintendent  of  the  affected 
instituiton,  the  director  of  the  Department  of  Institutions,  and  local  law 
enforcement  officials  of  any  alleged  incidents  of  patient  abuse;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  state  laws  be  amended  to  require  notification 
within  twenty-four  (24)  hours  of  the  incident  to  the  Mental  Disabilities 
Board  of  Visitors,  the  Board  of  Institutions,  and  the  State  Developmental 
Disabilities  Planning  and  Advisory  Council  or  the  Mental  Health  Advisory 
Council,  as  the  case  may  be;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  all  state  institutions,  excluding  Montana's 
correctional  facilities,  be  encouraged  to  immediately  develop  administrative 
regulations  outlining  detailed  procedures  to  be  followed  in  handling  alleged 
incidents  of  resident  abuse  or  neglect,  incorporating  the  above  notification 
schedules  within  these  procedures. 
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it      703 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  there  are  approximately  one  hundred  developmentally  disabled  residents 
in  Warm  Springs  State  Hospital  and  Galen  State  Hospital,  most  of  whom  have 
been  adjudicated  developmentally  disabled,  and  not  mentally  ill,  by  the 
courts  under  the  state  laws;  and 

WHEREAS  these  residents  have  been  awaiting  transfer  to  the  community  for 
more  than  one  year;  and 

WHEREAS  these  people  are  entitled  by  law  to  appropriate  care  and  treatment 
of  their  developmental  disabilities  by  means  of  the  least  restrictive 
alternative;  and 

WHEREAS  the  situation  of  these  residents  was  known  at  the  time  of  the  1977 
Legislature,  but  no  appropriate  solution  came  from  that  session;  and 

WHEREAS  the  situation  of  these  residents  has  been  under  consideration  by  the 
state  administration,  but  which  has  resulted  only  in  the  movement  of  a  few 
residents  from  Galen  State  Hospital;  and 

WHEREAS  this  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  state  administration 
and  the  public  by  reports  of  the  Montana  Mental  Disabilities  Board  of  Visitors; 
and 

WHEREAS  the  Developmental  Disabilities  Planning  and  Advisory  Council  and  the 

Mental  Health  Advisory  Council  have  appointed  a  joint  committee  to  monitor 

the  solution  of  the  problem; 
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#703  (cont'd) 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Honorable  Thomas  L.  Judge,  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Montana,  and  the  Legislature  of  Montana  be  requested  to 
evaluate  and  implement  the  following  solution: 

The  immediate  development  of  additional  community  placement 
opportunities,  together  with  appropriate  program  support  and 
adequate  case  management  capabilities,  for  the  placement  of  these 
developmentally  disabled  persons  who  presently  reside  in  Warm 
Springs  State  Hospital,  Galen  State  Hospital  or  Boulder  River 
School  and  Hospital  and  who  at  any  time  during  fiscal  year  1977 
resided  in  either  Warm  Springs  State  Hospital  or  Galen  State 
Hospital;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  action  taken  pursuant  to  this  resolution 
should  be  taken  with  all  deliberate  speed. 
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#  704 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  it  is  the  public  policy  of  the  State  of  Montana  that  developmentally 
disabled  persons  in  state  institutions  and  in  long-term  care  facilities 
throughout  the  state  be  deinstitutionalized  to  the  greatest  extent  feasible;  and 

WHEREAS  it  is  the  public  policy  of  the  state  that  developmentally  disabled 
persons  receive  the  most  appropriate  care  and  treatment  in  the  least 
restrictive  environment;  and 

WHEREAS  substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  the  provision  of  quality 
programs  and  services  in  Montana;  and 

WHEREAS  the  maintenance  of,  and  any  expansion  of,  these  programs  and  services 
will  require  adequate  funding; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities 
Congress  calls  upon  the  Montana  Legislature  to  assure  maintenance  of  effort 
through  adequate  funding;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT,  in  recognition  of  the  need  for  programs  for 
additional  deserving  and  eligible  developmentally  disabled  persons,  appropriate 
program  expansion  should  be  fully  funded;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Legislature  be  thanked  for  its  recognition  of 
these  funding  requirements. 
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»  705 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  the  Revised  Codes  of  Montana  contain  many  obsolete  laws  and  many 
inappropriate,  confusing  and  conflicting  phrases  relating  to  the 
developmentally  disabled  and  the  mentally  ill;  and 

WHEREAS  there  are  in  excess  of  30  references  in  the  Montana  state  laws  to 
offensive,  vague  or  meaningless  terms  such  as  "idiot,"  "imbecile,"   "insane," 
"lunatic,"  and  "senile;"  and 

WHEREAS  there  are  no  clear  definitions  in  state  law  of  such  terms  as  "of 
unsound  mind,"  "incompetent,"  "mental  disability,"  and  "mentally  incompetent," 
although  these  terms  are  widely  used  throughout  the  laws;  and 

WHEREAS  in  the  few  instances  in  which  clear  and  understandable  definitions 
are  given  in  the  state  laws,  they  apply  only  to  the  chapter  of  law  of  which 
they  are  a  part  and  may  not  be  used  for  wider  application;  and 

WHEREAS  totally  untrained  persons  are  required  by  state  law  to  make  judgments 
such  as  whether  or  not  a  person  is  mentally  competent;  and 

WHEREAS  the  Montana  Legislative  Council  Recodification  Project  will  not 
attempt  to  clarify  any  of  these  unclear,  obsolete  or  confusing  uses  of 
terms  without  specific  authorization  of  the  Legislature; 
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#705  (cont'd) 
NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  1979  Legislative  Assembly  be 

requested  to  amend  or  repeal  obsolete,  inappropriate  and  conflicting 

language,  provide  definitions  for  confusing  terminology,  and  revise 

unclear  provisions  of  state  law. 
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//   706 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  there  are  not  adequate  provisions  in  state  law  to  protect  develop- 
mentally  disabled  persons  being  served  in  community-based  facilities  from 
abuse  or  neglect;  and 

WHEREAS  instances  of  abuse  or  neglect  occur  from  time  to  time  in  community- 
based  facilities;  and 

WHEREAS  persons  untrained  in  working  with  the  developmentally  disabled 
frequently  come  in  contact  with  such  clients; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Montana  Legislature  be  requested  to 
add  provisions  to  state  law  which  would  require  the  reporting  of  alleged  cases 
of  abuse  or  neglect  to  law  enforcement  agencies,  Regional  Developmental 
Disabilities  supervisors,  Regional  Developmental  Disabilities  Councils,  the 
Mental  Disabilities  Board  of  Visitors,  the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Social 
and  Rehabilitation  Services,  the  State  Developmental  Disabilities  Planning  and 
Advisory  Council,  and  the  Montana  Advocacy  Program,  which  provision  would  also 
include  requirements  for  procedures  for  handling  such  incidents; 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  the  proposal  should  include  provisions  to  expand 
and  fully  fund  capabilities  for  the  Mental  Disabilities  Board  of  Visitors  to 
effectively  monitor  and  evaluate  the  treatment  of  developmentally  disabled 
clients  of  community-based  facilities;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  said  proposal  should  include  authorization  for  the 
Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services  to  develop  administrative 
rules  to  implement  the  law. 
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#      707 
RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS,  the  Magic  City  of  Billings,  Montana,  has  so  graciously  hosted  the 
first  annual  Rocky  Mountain  conference  of  Region  IV  American  Association  of 
Mental  Deficiency  and  the  Developmental  Disabilities  Congress;  and 

WHEREAS,  William  Fox,  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Billings  eloquently  and 
courteously  welcomed  the  conference  delegates  to  his  beautiful  city;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  City  of  Billings  has  assisted  the 
delegates  to  the  conference  to  locate  and  enjoy  the  city's  historic, 
recreational  and  entertainment  delights;  and 

WHEREAS,  in  the  spirit  of  the  old  west,  the  friendliness  of  the  citizens  of 
Billings  has  created  an  extremely  pleasant  environment  for  the  conferees;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Ramada  Inn  in  Billings  has  done  an  outstanding  job  of  assisting 
with  the  organization  and  smooth  operation  of  the  conference; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT,  all  delegates  wish  to  extend  their  gratitude 
to  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  the  City  of  Billings  and  to  all  others  who  have 
made  the  delegates'  stay  in  Billings  a  pleasant  and  memorable  occasion. 


-67- 


-68- 


if   708 
RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS,  the  delegates  to  the  annual  conference  of  the  Region  IV  American 
Association  on  Mental  Deficiency  have  enriched  themselves  beyond  measure  -  both 
professionally  and  personally  -  through  their  participation  in  the  conference;  and 

WHEREAS,  members  and  staff  of  the  sponsoring  organizations  and  agencies  have 
given  generously  of  their  time  and  talents  to  make  the  conference  a  success;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  excellence  and  sophistication  of  the  workshops  and  panel  presentations 

will  inevitably  improve  the  quality  of  the  professionalism  of  those  delegates 

whose  jobs  either  directly  or  indirectly  affect  persons  with  mental  deficiencies;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  speakers,  presenters  and  panelists,  some  of  whom  have  travelled 
great  distances  to  attend  the  conference,  can  leave  the  delegates  knowing  that 
their  efforts  will  greatly  enhance  the  level  of  expertise  of  the  delegates 
and  the  lives  of  those  they  serve;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  planners  of  the  conference  arranged  a  perfect  mixture  of 
interesting,  informative  and  unusual  presentations  to  balance  the  conference 
program,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  administrative  and  clerical  mechanics  of  all  aspects  of  the 
conference  were  handled  with  such  skill  and  efficiency  by  Nancy  Lien  of  the 
State  Developmental  Disabilities  Planning  and  Advisory  Council; 
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#708  (cont'd) 


NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT,  all  persons  involved  with  the  arranging 
and  conduct  of  this  conference  be  commended  for  their  dedication  and 
hard  work;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT,  the  following  agencies  and  organizations  be  given 
a  special  vote  of  gratitude  for  sponsoring  the  conference:   the  Region  IV 
American  Association  on  Mental  Deficiency;  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities 
Planning  and  Advisory  Council;  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities  Division 
of  the  Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services;  and  the  Montana 
Mental  Health  Advisory  Council. 
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#  710 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  the  State  Developmental  Disabilities  Planning  and  Advisory  Council 
budget  is  presently  included  within  the  budget  of  the  Developmental  Dis- 
abilities Division  of  the  Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services; 
and 

WHEREAS  the  State  Developmental  Disabilities  Planning  and  Advisory  Council 
is  required  by  federal  and  state  statutes  to  perform  certain  duties;  and 

WHEREAS  there  exists  an  uncertainty  concerning  the  State  Developmental  Dis- 
abilities Planning  and  Advisory  Council  budget  process  and  concerning  the 
amount  of  funding  available;  and 

WHEREAS  such  confusion  complicates  accountability  and  creates  a  hardship 
for  the  State  Developmental  Disabilities  Planning  and  Advisory  Council  and 
the  Developmental  Disabilities  Division; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Montana  Legislature  and  the  Office 
of  Budget  and  Program  Planning  be  requested  to  fund  the  State  Developmental 
Disabilities  Planning  and  Advisory  Council  in  the  future  by  line  item. 
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RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  significant  reduction  in  the  numbers  of  children  born  with  develop- 
mental disabilities  is  theoretically  achievable  by  pre-maternal  education, 
pre-natal  care  and  early  and  appropriate  response  to  diagnosed  disabilities; 
and 

WHEREAS  prevention  programs  in  various  places  in  the  world  have  resulted  in 
significant  decreases  in  the  incidence  of  developmental  disabilities; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Montana  Legislature  be  requested  to 
appropriate  sufficient  funding  to  establish  and  support  a  quality  prevention 
program  designed  to  significantly  reduce  the  frequency  and  severity  of 
developmental  disabilities  among  persons  born  in  the  State  of  Montana. 
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RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  the  authority  of  the  Developmental  Disabilities  Division  of  the 
Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services  in  delivery  of  services 
though  providers  in  Montana  is  often  hampered  by  inefficient  and  ineffectual 
case  management;  and 

WHEREAS  it  is  vital  that  effective  case  management  be  made  available  to 
clients  in  order  to  assure  that  they  receive  adequate  services;  and 

WHEREAS,  in  providing  residential  services  through  group  homes,  the  Develop- 
mental Disabilities  Division  must  depend  on  another  bureau  of  the  Department 
of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services  for  the  group  home  licensing  process;  and 

WHEREAS  the  authority  for  both  case  management  and  licensing  reside  outside 
the  Developmental  Disabilities  Division,  this  fragmentation  tends  to  create 
a  continual  problem; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  case  management  authority  for  develop- 
mentally  disabled  clients  in  the  community  and  the  authority  for  group  home 
licensure  should  be  vested  in  the  Developmental  Disabilities  Division;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT,  to  carry  out  these  functions,  funds  and  adequate 
personnel  should  also  be  provided  to  the  Developmental  Disabilities  Division 
by  the  Montana  Legislature. 
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»  713 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  people  with  developmental  disabilities  have  a  right  to  a  continuum 
of  needed  services  from  birth  to  death;  and 

WHEREAS  the  unique  problems  of  developmentally  disabled  persons  do  not  stop 
at  the  cessation  of  minority  or  at  other  times  during  their  lifetimes;  and 

WHEREAS  community  services  for  developmentally  disabled  persons  are  not 
distributed  equitably  throughout  Montana; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Montana  Legislature  be  requested  to 
appropriate  sufficient  funds  to  support  the  concept  of  a  uniform  statewide 
continuum  of  comprehensive  services  from  birth  to  death  for  developmentally 
disabled  persons. 
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RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  developmentally  disabled  persons  residing  in  licensed  community 
group  homes  in  Montana  are  eligible  for  a  state  supplement  to  the  federal 
Supplemental  Security  Income  payment;  and 

WHEREAS  at  the  time  such  clients  move  out  of  group  homes  and  into  alternate 
living  arrangements,  they  are  no  longer  eligible  for  the  state  supplement;  and 

WHEREAS  without  the  state  supplement,  the  Supplemental  Security  Income  benefit, 
plus  whatever  income  the  developmentally  disabled  persons  are  able  to  earn  are 
in  many  cases  inadequate  to  meet  their  needs;  and 

WHEREAS  a  developmentally  disabled  person  should  be  entitled  to  continue  to 
receive  the  state  supplement  benefit  after  leaving  group  home  living  for  semi- 
independent  or  independent  living,  in  order  to  be  able  to  maintain  an 
adequate  standard  of  living; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Legislature  be  requested  to  amend  state 
law  to  permit  such  developmentally  disabled  persons  to  be  eligible  for  con- 
tinuation of  the  state  Supplemental  Security  Income  supplement  after  an  indi- 
divual  has  left  group  home  living  for  semi- independent  or  independent  living; 
and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  developmentally  disabled  persons  moving  from  their 
natural  homes  to  semi-independent  or  independent  living  be  eligible  for  Supple- 
mental Security  Income  and  the  state  supplement  thereto. 
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RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS  an  interim  committee  of  the  Montana  Legislature  is  presently 
considering  possible  reorganization  of  human  services  in  Montana;  and 

WHEREAS  advocacy  and  citizens'  rights  services  of  state  government  are 
presently  scattered  throughout  many  agencies;  and 

WHEREAS  advocacy  and  citizens'  rights  programs  must  be  organized  in  such  a 
way  as  to  eliminate  conflicts  of  interest  and  unreasonable  constraints; 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities 
Congress  recommends  the  creation  of  a  single  state  department  of  advocacy 
and  citizens'  rights  services;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  such  a  department  should  include  advocacy  services 
for  developmentally  disabled  persons;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  such  a  department  should  be  given  sufficient 
autonomy  and  funding  to  properly  provide  advocacy  services. 
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MONTANA  DEVELOPMENTAL  DISABILITIES  CONGRESS 
RULES  OF  PROCEDURE 

I.   Character  and  Purpose  of  the  Congress 

ARTICLE  1.   The  first  annual  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities  Congress  will 
be  held  on  October  27,  28  and  29,  1977.   At  issue  will  be  the  present  and 
future  lives  of  developmentally  disabled  citizens  of  Montana.   The  Congress 
will  afford  a  major  opportunity  for  a  broad  cross  section  of  Montanans  to 
address  statewide  concerns  in  a  forum  which  permits  high  visibility  and 
exposure.   It  is  expected  that  the  policy  statements  adopted  on  the  final  day 
of  the  Congress  (October  29)  will  have  far  reaching  influence  on  the  decision- 
makers in  the  public  and  private  sectors.   All  sessions  of  the  Congress 
(Committee  meetings  and  Plenary-debate)  will  be  open  to  all  interested  persons. 

II.   Participants 

ARTICLE  2.   Delegations  -   The  following  organizations  shall  each  select 
seven  (7)  delegates  to  the  congress:   the  State  Developmental  Disabilities 
Planning  and  Advisory  Council,  the  Region  I  DD  Advisory  Council,  the  Region  II 
DD  Advisory  Council,  the  Region  III  DD  Advisory  Council,  the  Region  IV  DD 
Advisory  Council,  the  Region  V  DD  Advisory  Council,  Boulder  River  School  and 
Hospital  and  the  Developmental  Disabilities  Division  of  the  Department  of 
Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services.   No  alternates  will  be  allowed  to 
participate  in  the  deliberations  of  the  congress. 

ARTICLE  3.   Observers  may  attend  all  sessions  of  the  congress. 

ARTICLE  4.  The  privilege  of  speaking  during  the  plenary  session  of  the  congress 
shall  be  restricted.  Only  delegates  shall  be  permitted  to  speak.  Additionally, 
techncial  assistants  shall  be  permitted  to  respond  to  questions  from  delegates. 


III.   President 

ARTICLE  5.  The  chairman  of  the  State  Developmental  Disabilities  Planning  and 
Advisory  Council  shall  serve  as  temporary  president  until  the  congress  elects 
its  permanent  president. 

ARTICLE  6.   The  President  of  the  congress  shall  be  elected  by  the  vote  of  a 
majority  of  the  delegations. 

ARTICLE  7.   The  President  shall: 

a.  Preside  over  the  sessions  of  the  congress,  with  the  assistance  of  an 
official  parliamentarian,  and  put  matters  under  discussion  in  accordance 
with  the  order  of  business; 

b.  Recognize  speakers  in  the  order  they  request  the  floor; 
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c.  Decide  on  points  of  order  that  are  raised  in  the  discussions  of  the  congress, 
without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  delegations  established  in  article  29  of 
these  Rules  of  Procedure; 

d.  Put  the  questions  under  discussion  to  a  vote  and  announce  the  results; 

e.  Transmit  to  the  delegates  the  order  of  business  of  the  plenary  sessions  as 
much  as  possible  in  advance  of  each  session; 

f.  Call  together  the  chief  delegates  of  their  respective  delegations  whenever 
the  business  of  the  congress  requires  it; 

g.  Take  such  steps  as  he  deems  appropriate  to  promote  the  progress  of  the 
work  and  compliance  with  the  Rules  of  Procedure. 


IV.   Vice  President 

ARTICLE  8.   The  vice  president  of  the  congress  shall  be  elected  by  a  majority 
vote  of  the  delegations. 

ARTICLE  9.   The  vice  president  of   the  congress  shall  substitute  for  and  have 
all  the  powers  of  the  President,  when  the  President  is  not  present  or  upon  the 
request  of  the  President.   The  President  may  delegate  any  of  his/her  duties  to 
the  vice  president. 


V.   Chief  Delegates 

ARTICLE  10.   A  chief  delegate  shall  be  designated  by  the  members  of  each 
respective  delegation. 

ARTICLE  11.   The  chief  delegate  shall: 

a.  Serve  as  the  primary  spokesman  for  his/her  respective  delegations  during 
plenary  session  discussions; 

b.  Transmit  the  vote  of  his/her  delegation  to  the  President  during  plenary 
session  discussion. 

c.  Serve  in  any  other  capacity  as  deemed  appropriate  by  the  members  of  his/ 
her  delegation. 


VI.   Technical  Assistants 

ARTICLE  12.   Technical  assistants  have  been  selected  to  work  directly  with 
the  established  committees  of  the  congress. 

ARTICLE  13.   Technical  assistants  shall: 

a.  Serve  as  a  resource  and  impartial  technician  to  facilitate  the  work  of 
each  committee. 

b.  Have  no  voting  powers,  but  may  speak  when  recognized  by  the  committee 
chairman. 
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c.  Contribute  such  information  to  the  work  of  the  committee  with  regard  to 
resolutions  under  consideration  by  the  committee  as  his/her  expertise  permits. 

d.  Offer  freely  any  advice  requested  by  a  member  of  the  committee  that  is 
in   the  realm  of  his/her  knowledge. 


VII.   Sessions  of  the  Congress 

ARTICLE  14.   The  congress  shall  hold  a  delegate  orientation  session  and 
luncheon,  a  working  committee  session  and  a  plenary  session. 

ARTICLE  15.   The  orientation  session  shall  have  the  following  order  of 
business: 

a.  Agreement  on  the  election  of  the  President; 

b.  Agreement  on  the  Rules  of  Procedure; 

c.  Agreement  on  the  working  committees  and  topics  assigned  to  them; 

d.  Agreement  on  the  election  of  committee  chairman; 

e.  Agreement  on  the  deadline  for  presentation  of  draft  resolutions  or  any  other 
draft  or  proposals  that  the  delegation  may  wish  to  present;  and 

f.  Miscellaneous  matters. 

ARTICLE  16.   The  working  committee  sessions  shall  be  open  to  public  participa- 
tion and  shall  have  the  following  order  of  business: 

a.  Introduction  of  resolutions; 

b.  Committee  consideration  fo  resolutions; 

c.  Committee  adoption  or  rejection  of  resolutions;  and 

d.  Submission  of  resolutions  to  congress. 

ARTICLE  17.   The  plenary  session  shall  have  the  following  order  of  business: 

a.  Consideration  of  committee  resolutions  in  an  order  determined  by  the 
President;  and 

b.  Adoption,  amendment  or  rejection  of  those  resolutions. 

ARTICLE  18.   All  sessions  of  the  Congress  and  meetings  of  its  working  committees 
shall  be  public. 
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VIII.  Committees  of  the  Congress 

ARTICLE  19.   The  congress  shall  hae  the  following  working  committees: 

a.  Community  Program  Standards 

b.  Citizen/Volunteer  Participation 

c.  Deinstitutionalization 

d.  Education  and  Training  of  the  Handicapped 

e.  Health,  Prevention  and  Treatment 

f.  Advocacy 

g.  Legislative/Judicial 

Each  delegation  shall  be  presented  in  each  one  of  the  working  committees. 

ARTICLE  20.   Each  committee  shall  elect  from  among  its  members  a  chairman. 

ARTICLE  21.   Each  committee  shall  have  access  to  a  technical  assistant  who  is 
knwon  to  be  knowledgeable  in  the  committee's  subject  area. 

ARTICLE  22.   Each  committee  shall  be  responsible  exclusively  for  the  study, 
discussion,  and  making  of  recommendations  on  the  topics  assigned  to  it. 

ARTICLE  23.   The  reports  of  the  committee  shall  be  prepared  by  the  members  of 
the  committee  with  the  assistance  of  the  congress  steno  pool,  and  shall  include 
the  full  text  of  all  resolutions  adopted  by  the  committee.   If  the  committee 
proposes  more  than  four  resolutions,  the  top  four  shall  be  prioritized. 

ARTICLE  24.   The  reports  of  the  committee  shall  be  delivered  to  the  congress 
steno  pool  at  the  conclusion  of  the  working  committee  session,  sufficiently  in 
advance  of  the  plenary  session  at  which  they  are  to  be  discussed  so  that  they 
may  be  distributed  to  the  delegations. 

ARTICLE  25.   There  shall  be  a  credentials  committee  consisting  of  the  chief 
delegates  of  each  delegation  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  credentials 
of  each  official  delegate.   Any  ruling  of  the  credentials  committee  may  be 
appealed  to  the  congress.   The  President  of  the  congress  shall  serve  as  the 
chairman  of  this  committee. 

IX.  Discussions  and  Procedures 

ARTICLE  26.   A  majority  of  the  delegates  participating  in  the  congress  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  in  the  plenary  sessions.   In  the  working  committees  and 
groups,  a  majority  of  the  delegates  making  up  the  body  concerned  shall 
constitute  a  quorum. 
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ARTICLE  27.   At  any  time  during  the  consideration  of  a  resolution,  a  motion 
may  be  made  to  amend  it.   A  motion  shall  be  considered  to  be  an  amendment  to 
a  resolution  only  when  it  adds  to  or  eliminates  something  from  that  resolution 
or  changes  part  of  it.   A  motion  that  would  totally  replace  the  original 
resolution  or  that  is  not  directly  related  to  it  shall  not  be  considered  to  be 
an  amendment. 

ARTICLE  28.   A  resolution  or  an  amendment  may  be  withdrawn  by  its  proponent 
before  it  has  been  put  to  a  vote.   Any  delegate  may  present  again  a  resolution 
or  amendment  that  has  been  withdrawn. 

ARTICLE  29.   For  the  reconsideration  of  a  decision  taken  at  a  plenary  session 
of  the  congress,  the  approval  of  the  corresponding  motion  by  a  majority  of  the 
delegates  of  the  delegations  partipipating  in  it  shall  be  required.   For  the 
reconsideration  of  decisions  taken  in  the  working  groups  or  committees,  the 
approval  of  the  corresponding  motion  by  a  majority  of  delegates  that  are 
members  of  the  body  in  question  shall  be  required. 

ARTICLE  30.   During  the  discussion  of  a  topic,  any  delegate  may  raise  a  point 
of  order,  which  shall  be  decided  upon  immediately  by  the  President.   Any 
delegate  may  appeal  this  decision,  in  which  case  the  appeal  shall  be  put  to  a 
vote. 

While  raising  a  point  of  order,  a  delegate  may  not  go  into  the  substance  of  the 
matter  under  discussion. 

ARTICLE  31.   The  President  or  any  delegate  may  propose  suspension  of  discussion. 
Only  two  delegates  may  speak  in  favor,  and  two  against  the  suspension,  which 
shall  then  be  put  to  a  vote  immediately. 

ARTICLE  32.   The  President  may  limit  discussion  on  any  topic  for  the  purposes 
of  facilitating  the  work  of  the  congress.   The  President  or  any  delegate,  when 
they  consider  that  a  topic  has  been  discussed  sufficiently,  may  propose  that 
discussion  be  closed. 

ARTICLE  33.   During  any  discussion  the  President  or  any  representative  may 
propose  that  the  session  or  meeting  be  suspended  or  adjourned.   Such  a 
motion  shall  be  put  to  a  vote  immediately  and  without  discussion. 

ARTICLE  34.   Decisions  on  the  matters  dealt  with  in  articles  30,  31  and  32 
shall  be  taken  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  delegations  present. 

ARTICLE  35.   Except  as  provided  in  article  30,  the  following  motions  shall  have 
precedence,  in  the  order  set  forth  below,  over  all  other  proposals  or  motions: 

a.  Suspension  of  the  session; 

b.  Adjournment  of  the  session; 

c.  Suspension  of  discussion  of  the  topic  under  consideration;  and 

d.  Close  of  discussion  on  the  topic  under  consideration. 
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ARTICLE  36.   The  provisions  regarding  discussion  and  procedure  contained  in 
this  chapter  shall  govern  the  plenary  sessions  and  the  meetings  of  the  working 
committees  and  groups. 


X.   Voting 

ARTICLE  37.   Each  delegation  shall  have  the  right  to  one  vote. 

ARTICLE  38.   In  the  plenary  session  decisions  shall  be  taken  by  the  majority 
vote  of  the  delegation.   In  committee  meetings  the  decision  shall  be  taken 
by  the  majority  vote  of  the  delegates. 

ARTICLE  39.   Each  delegation  shall  vote  according  to  the  unit  rule.   Each  chief 
delegate  will  be  responsible  for  polling  his/her  delegation  on  each  question 
before  the  congress.   The  majority  vote  within  each  delegation  shall  prevail. 
Each  chief  delegate  shall  register  a  single  resulting  vote. 

ARTICLE  40.   Affirmative  adoption  by  the  congress  of  any  question  or  resolu- 
tion require  a  majority  vote.   In  the  event  of  a  tie  vote,  the  question  or 
resolution  shall  fail.   All  votes  shall  be  by  roll  call  of  the  delegations. 

No  representative  may  interrupt  the  votingjpxcept  for  a  point  of  order  relating 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  is,  being  ia'onductfg.   The  voting  shall  be  considered 
terminated  when  the  President  or  chairman  ,h*s  announced  the  results. 


ARTICLE  41.   After  discussi*^  is  closed,  the  proposals  presented,  together 
with  any  amendments  theretay  shall  be  put  to  a  vote  immediately.   Proposals 
shall  be  voted  upon  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  presented. 

ARTICLE  42.   An  amendment  shall  be  submitted  for  discussion  and  shall  be  put 
to  a  vote  before  the  proposal  that  it  is  intended  to  modify  is  put  to  a  vote. 

ARTICLE  43.   When  several  amendments  to  a  proposal  are  presented,  the  vote 
shall  be  taken  on  the  amendments  in  the  order  determined  by  the  President.  The 
other  amendments  shall  be  voted  upon  in  like  order. 

ARTICLE  44.   When  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  necessarily  implies  the  exclu- 
sion of  antoher,  the  latter  shall  not  be  put  to  a  vote.   If  one  or  more 
amendment  is  adopted,  the  proposal  as  amended  shall  be  put  to  a  vote. 


XI.   Results  of  the  Congress 

ARTICLE  45.   There  shall  be  a  final  report  of  the  congress,  which  shall  con- 
tain, in  addition  to  conclusions  and  decisions  adopted,  background  information 
on  its  organization,  the  list  of  participants,  and  basic  information  on  the 
work  of  the  congress.   Tne  text  of  this  report  shall  be  delivered  to  all 
participants,  all  delegation  entities,  the  Governor,  members  of  the  Montana 
legislature,  appropriate  state  agency  officials,  appropriate  federal  agency 
officials,  the  Montana  Congressional  delegation,  and  to  other  persons  upon 
request. 

XII.   Rules  of  Order 

ARTICLE  46.   Mason's  Rules  of  Procedure  shall  govern  the  deliberations  of  the 
congress  in  cases  where  these  rules  do  not  apply. 
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